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ona ii t 1 become a painter then ? ” i 
tears filled his eyes. P ' hen • he rejoined, and tl, e 

Now, for the first time Fran Lr„i_ 
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that a mouse could not even get out F ,° SC f beIea S ur ed 
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me sad when I see you. e 

sorrowWIy °"' d * y ° U “ dl m ° ther ” asked Hd«rte 

They had reached the end of the wood, and were aga : n at the 
crucifix when Heinerle questioned. And that was a boon to 
I^rau Huber and her escape from the fortress. For he looked up 
again at the mountains, and let the matter drop, and she could 
rest for awhile under the crucifix, and consider. 

“ Come along now, Heinerle, it is not much further down to 
the godfather’s, but we will say good-by up here, that he may 
not notice us. Stay as long as you can at godfathers, and when 
you can stand it no longer, then come over to me and pour out 
your heart, and I will help you further, if you can't get on at 
all. But for the present it must be as it is, and we must make 
up our minds to it, you and I. And godfather is a good, pious 
man, who will keep you faithfully/’ 

Heinerle sobbed a good deal at these words, but he understood 
them better than his mother, for she hardly knew what she said, 
and therefore he was not so troubled as she thought him. After 
they had embraced each other, they went down the stony path 
to the godfather's. 


(To be continued.) 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

{The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents^ 

Dear Ediior, I have two little girls, aged seven and eight, who are 
students in the Parents Review School. Every lesson is thoroughly 
enjoyed, but for some time our spelling did not improve. I thought of 
many plans, and as I have now found a most successful one, I venture to 
suggest it to other teachers who may also be experiencing the weariness of 
spelling. We simply adapted a well-known game. I wrote a word, say 
Mother,” in the dictation books, and after seven to ten minutes, was 
rewarded by two bright little faces handing in their books-one containing 
twenty-two words made out of the word given, and the other with twenty- 
four. . Aftei a trial of about seven weeks, the progress in spelling was 
surprising. . The dictation now consists of much more difficult words, and 
very few mistakes are made. The eyes are more accustomed to arrange the 
letters. We now take : one day, copy-book ; second day, word-making ; 
third day, dictation. ' E. S. 


Dear Editor, Might I tell your readers of a breathing drill our little 
ones take each day after Swedish exercises ? It was thought out by a 
famous trainer of several of our great actors, and he maintains that, if all 
children did it regularly, consumption would be impossible in after-life : 

First Morning. 

Stand up : heels together, hands on hips ; 

Breathe slowly up the nostrils ; 

Open, and let it slowly out by the mouth. 

Do this for five minutes. 

Second Morning. 

Stand : heels together, hands on hips ; 

Breathe slowly through the mouth ; 

Close the mouth tightly, and let the breath 
Out through the nostrils. 

Third Morning. 

Stand : heels together, hands on hips ; 

Draw up through the nostrils ; 

Bend the body forward, open the mouth, 

And let it out saying, Ah ! the whole time. 

Do each one five minutes, but nevermore than one a day. 


Vita 
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Dear Editor, — We were taking part of the Life of ai i 
day, and we spoke for a few moments about his wonderful sekVoV 1 ^ 
he would decline something he even lonired for to bo 1 1 contl ol ; that 
that he could do it. A little boy of five was h *° Sh ° W him ®elf 

but did not seem to listen to us. At dinner be f IC room at the time, 
pudding, which was most unusual. After the meaThe said^M h ^ lp ' ng of 
want more pudding.” “ Why did you refuse it, then >” 1 did 

to be Alexander.” I have heard of some mothers thinldn^SS^iT? 1 ** 
(set for study in the Parents’ Review School ) ,~,,i 5 utarchs Lives 

Cl,ild re „. Perhaps this little tale may encourage themTo try again.^ 

X. 


Dear Editor — May I reply very briefly to the enquiries of “Fides” in 
y oui last issue, which 1 have only just seen ? I should be charmed with the 
que tionmgs of the sceptical little boy, for they indicate that his m nd is 
ical ly working on the teaching given to him. I should reply to hisToubt 

lived likelmln 5 rCally ^ He C ° Uld l ‘ Cally have come and have 

lived like a man, in some such way as this : All good men are {rood onlv 

because the Presence of God is in them The great heathen prophets were 
guru, and were prophets only in proportion as they possessed the indwelling- 
of the Divine Spirit. But One only was good without flaw, and great with- 
out a failing. By that we recognise that in Him dwelt the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. Putting this into childlike language, I think he could be 
led up to the truth. 1 always think there is something crude and puzzling 
in the expression that Jesus “came down ” as a man. The child thinks of 
His body descending from heaven, which it did not. As for his difficulty in 
believing in ‘such a place as heaven, ” he would probably receive more 
easily and reasonably that men and women do not die — they only pass into 
the other mansions of God’s house. Are not the stars ready-made mansions 
to illustrate by ? Heaven after all is everywhere where the good dwell. It 
is not a place at all, but a state. 

Faithfully yours, 

William Banks. 


Dear Editor,— I am much interested in “ Fides’ ” letter, and think the 
subject is an important one. It is not uncommon with certain types of 
children to have religious doubts, and it is puzzling to know how to deal 
with them. My own little boy (the eldest of four), aged 7 2 ? IS sometimes 
much troubled in his mind about questions of the Resurrection, the trinity* 
and the hearing of prayers. He, too, has been most carefully taught, and 
has no ideas put into his head by servants or others. His next brother* 
aged 6, takes everything in a matter-of-fact way, and when G speculates 
and wonders, says contemptuously, “How silly G- is not to believe 

what he is told.” But it does not do to laugh at G , for he is o ten 

really troubled in his mind about these questions. I have hitherto satis ec 
him by careful and loving explanations, and by suggesting that ie s la as v 
God to help him to believe, which he does instantly, and seems 
comforted thereby. Every time these questions aiise, iowevcr, 
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on c angerous ground. It is not good for young children to feel so acutely 
on such subjects, and there is the danger of their becoming either morbidly 
introspective, or, worse still, adopting religious phraseology, and so growing 
insincere. Yet if you ignore their questionings you repel your child’s con- 
science and lose an inestimable boon. With regard to G , I believe the 

exp anation lies in the fact that he is a nervous, sensitive, delicate boy, 
w o over ovvs with fun and good spirits, but )et who cries when a touching 
f. °. ry 15 /° ld him > and lies awake dreading the time when he shall be left “a 
itt e oipian boy, or, on the otner hand, will himself “marry (!) and leave 
us own people!” . I do what I can to strengthen his general health, keep 
lm in t le open air, and banish story-books as far as possible, he being a 
voracious reader, and so by invigorating his body to keep his mind from 
mor id fancies. But when a child brings his fancies to you, I think a 
paient is bound to listen to them with all respect, even while trying to 
remove the (probable) cause, delicacy or over-sensitiveness. I think “ Fides ” 
may have one consolation : a child who honestly doubts and puzzles now 
\\i e in less danger of becoming a sceptic hereafter than one who takes 
such subjects lightly and indifferently. 

Yours truly, 

E. L. T. 


Dear Editor, Miss Annie Macpherson, who during the last quarter of 
a century, with her sisters, has rescued some 9cco children and trained them 
lor useful lives, writes : “ He, of all others who may be engaged in Christian 
work, needs very specially 4 the tongue of the learned! that he may know 
how to speak a word in season, not only to boys and girls, but to those 
who have the care of children. Human nature is always likely to be one- 
sided, hence we find that at times the children are spoiled by over-indul- 
gence, or, on the other hand, too much is expected of them, and if they are 
not perfectly good-tempered, truthful, and obedient, hasty judgments are 
formed, and complaints lodged against them as untractable and hard to 
manage. 

Vera. 


Dear Editor, — You are always so kindly ready to help by suggesting 
names of books through the Parents' Review , could you tell me of any nice 
simply but well-written book, offering suggestions to a mother for short talks 
with her young children , on such subjects as “kindness,” “ forgiveness, 5 
“courage in resisting temptation,” &c., &c., with short stories to illustrate 
each, so as to bring it home into the every-day life of the children practically. 
1 liked the suggestions for conversations of this kind so much in “ Home 
Education,” and I am hoping to hear of a brightly and well-written book to 
help one's own attempts at bt inging these subjects under children’s notice in 
a concrete way. 

Also, I must mention how glad I am to have heard of the book, “Little 
Christian on his Pilgrimage,” through “E. V.’s” kind help. As it is lathei 
difficult to know how best to present the characters of the “ Pilgrims I ro- 
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orcss ” to the children’s understanding, so that they should profit by them, I 
Think a few suggestions would be very helpful Xo many mothers who intend 
reading “Little Christian’s Pilgrimage” to their children. 

I amalso very anxious to hear of a concise, clearly-written, very simple 
book on Botany, giving enough classification for young children from six t«. 
nine, without 'burdening their minds with unnecessary or very scientific 
names. Burgess’ “ Old English Wild Flowers ” seems very good, but a little 
intricate for young children. What I require is more of a botanical “object 
lesson ” book, to act as a guide in looking for flowers, and in arranging them 
as simply as possible according to their different classes, without any intricate 
or elaborate names, and following whichever system (the Linnean or Natural) 
is most suitable for young children. I should also be grateful for name 
of really good book of same kind on “trees.” Some of the readers of the 
Parent d Review may not know of a charming book on astronomy, “ Among 
the Stars,” by Agnes Giberne. It is a story-book, and cannot fail to interest 
children or older people, and is beautifully written. J. p. 


We share in what is in truth, a national loss. Miss Clough’s breadth of 
view, insight, and intense sympathy with parents, led her, from the first, to 
take a warm interest both in the P.N.E.U. and the Parents' Review. She 
felt very strongly that a child gets education, in the sense of the training of 
character, chiefly from his parents, and the respectful attitude of her mind 
towards parents exercised a wholesome check on the tendency of a new 
movement to discard old traditions. In the crowd that met at London 
House for the last annual meeting of the P.N.E.U,. there was no more inter- 
esting figure than that of Miss Clough ; the fiist to be taken from us of 
the three or four good and great women who have revolutionised the intel- 
lectual education of their sex. It was fitting that she should die in harness 
We owe her a d-bt of lasting gratitude for encouragement, counsel, and help 
in the movement of which the Parents' Review is the organ. 


OUR WORK. 


THE FESOLE CLUB. 

The Prize in the competition for February was awarded by Arthur 

Mrs^Dentom ’ t0 M ' SS Ed ‘ th Graham Erskine Crum : Prvxime aecessit. 

Certificates of having followed the year's course with diligence and 
attention (i.e., having done all the exercises set, or all but one, unavoidably 
omitted) are awarded to the following: Miss E. G. E. Crum, 100 marks- 
Mrs. Denton, 97 ; Miss S. E. Ward, 85, Miss Emily Watson, 83 ; Miss' 

] A Tv^u'c 2 ’ ?J. 1SS Annie Kgerton, 79; Miss M. L. Baskerville, 72 ; Miss 
L. S. Hall, 64 ; Miss Eva Sandbach, 64 ; Miss A. E. Eyles, 61 ; and Miss 
lw S. Ellis, 59. It is an interesting coincidence, but entirely undesigned 
and unexpected, that the first and second places in the competition have 
fallen to the members whose monthly marks place them first and second on 
the certificate list. 

Subject for May.— Read the paper on “ Flower Studies ” in the Parents 
Review for May 1891. Correct on p. 106 the date and place of sending in 
drawings ; which must now be sent by the end of the month to W? G. 
Collingwood, Lanehead. Coniston, Lancashire. Members who have already 
done the Primrose can take any other small flower or plant, treated in the 
way described in the paper, as their subject. 

Prizes. — Ten Shillings is offered for the best list of Twelve Educational 
Books on Early Training, most suitable for mothers. 


Der Biichcrbumi . — For the terms of membership apply to Miss Elsa 
d’Esterre Keeling, 41, Holland Road, South Kensington. The subject of 
study this year is “Germany’s Four Great Poets.” 

Ambleside . — The students of the Plouse of Education have been indi- 
rectly much before the public during the last month, and the warmest 
sympathy is shown with the movement. A large drawing-room meeting, by 
the kind invitation of the Duchess of Portland, at her house in Grosvenor 
Square, gave opportunity to bring our work before ladies in society, and the 
sympathetic response was very cheering. Sir Douglas Galton occupied the 
chair, and said he was interested in the House of Education, as offering a 
desirable training to, and opening a career for, girls who have been educated 
at the various High Schools in the country. The active part Sir Douglas 
Galton takes in the direction of the schools under the Public Day Schools 
Company makes his sympathy and co-operation very valuable. 

Dr. Schofield, in proposing a vote of thanks to the Duchess, made some 


